Background on Zechariah

I. The Man

A. Name 

1. Means God remembers

2. Shared with 29 other men

B. 1 of 3 prophets who were also priest

C. Probably young at the beginning of his ministry

D. Returned with grandfather Iddo when Zerubbabel and Joshua returned – Nehemiah 12:4

E. Father probably was dead

F. Contemporary of Haggai

II. The Message

A. Date – 

1. (Chapters 1-8)520 BC

2. (Chapters 9-14) 480-470 BC

B. Called “Major Minor Prophet” (It is the longest of the books)

C. (Chapters 1-8) Mirror Haggai’s writings while the rest is written for preparation for the Messiah

D. 41 times the New Testament alludes to or quotes this book

E. Book Breakdown

1. 8 night visions (1-6)

a. 5 are of comfort

b. 3 are of judgment

2. 4 messages (7-8)

3. 2 burdens (9-14)

Dates of Key Events in Haggai’s and Zechariah’s Time

August 29, 520 BC
Haggai’s first sermon  (Haggai 1:1-11; Ezra 5:1)

September 21, 520 BC
Temple building resumed  (Haggai 1:12-15;Ezra 5:2)

October 17, 520 BC
Haggai’s second sermon  (Haggai 2:1-9)

October-November 520 BC
Zechariah’s ministry began  (Zechariah 1:1-6)

December 18, 520 BC
Haggai’s third and fourth sermons  (Haggai 2:10-23)

February 15, 519 BC
Zechariah’s eight visions  (Zechariah 1:7-6:8)

December 7, 518 BC
Delegation from Bethel  (Zechariah 7)

March 12, 515
Temple dedicated  (Ezra 6:15-18)

